
INT. BASE - DAY

REDDICK, a tough army sergeant is addressing a group of 
recruits. There are twelve of them, in red armor, standing at 
attention in two lines. COMMANDER SHEPPARD, who had crash 
landed his ship the night before, stands among them. He and 
Sgt. Reddick have had words before, when Reddick refused 
Shepard's pleas for a ship to help his own people.

REDDICK
I have received word there is a 
rumor in the wind regarding 
unspeakable creatures on this rock 
that can tear you in half as if you 
were a piece of paper.  Well I can 
assure you gentlemen these are just 
that… rumors.

Shepard turns to the recruit next to him.

SHEPARD
Try telling that to the poor guy 
torn in half. 

Reddick walks up and gets in his  face.

REDDICK
Listen Shepard, I don't care who 
the hell you were in some other 
galaxy. On my ship you are just 
another recruit. Do you understand 
me?

SHEPARD
Let me tell you, again, what you 
don't understand. I know exactly 
what's out there. They are called 
burrowers, and they will continue 
tearing your men in half until you 
shove that stereotypical macho 
sergeant routine all the way up 
your ass.

REDDICK
Stand down... recruit. You're 
scaring the others.

SHEPARD
They should be scared. Do you want 
to tell them why their buddies 
haven't returned from patrol? 

Reddick stares him down.
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REDDICK
Shore leave.

Just then we see SAM walk into the room. She is an attractive 
but obviously very tough woman, and Shepard can't help but 
notice her. It is also very obvious that she is not happy.

SAM
Reddick… we need to talk… now!

REDDICK
It will have to wait.

SAM
Now… adverb… without further delay… 
immediately. Look it up Reddick.

Reddick looks to the recruits.

REDDICK
Don't go anywhere.

He walks over to Sam by the table.

REDDICK (CONT’D)
What can I do for you?

SAM
You can help me plan a dozen 
funerals.

Sam throws a bunch of 8x10's onto the table. As they spread 
out, we see each photo contains a headshot along with a 
separate shot of a mangled body killed in battle, most torn 
in half. Reddick looks at the photos, as do the recruits.

SHEPARD
Are those the men on shore leave, 
Sergeant?

REDDICK
Stow it, Shepard.

SHEPARD
Because it looks to me like they're 
not having a very good time.

Reddick glares at Shepard then looks back to Sam.

REDDICK
Do we need to talk about this now?
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SAM
"Now" is one of my favorite words 
evidently. To me, these photos 
speak a thousand very ugly words, 
Reddick. What do they say to you? 

REDDICK
With all due respect, they tell me 
these men are dead because they did 
not follow my orders.

SAM
Or... perhaps they are dead because  
they followed you orders. 

REDDICK
A matter of opinion.

SHEPPARD
Do I get a vote.

Both Reddick and Sam quickly look to Sheppard.

REDDICK & SAM
Stow it, Sheppard!

SAM
What these photos tell me is we 
don't have enough men on this God 
forsaken rock to just send them out 
to end up as... as...

SHEPARD
I believe "mangled meat" is the 
phrase you are looking for.

Sam looks to Shepard and walks over to him.

SAM
Is there something you know that we 
don't know, soldier?

SHEPARD
With all due respect ma'am, I know 
exactly what's out there. I also 
know how to beat them.

Sam looks at Shepard for a long time, then looks over to 
Reddick.

SAM
Who is this person, and why in the 
hell is he calling me ma'am?
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REDDICK
This is the flying ace who almost 
crashed his ship into your barracks 
last night. Says he's a commander 
of some kind.

Sam looks back at Shepard.

SAM
So you're the one that disrupted 
the best sleep I've had in weeks.

SHEPARD
I'm sorry. I assure you that wasn't 
my intention... um...

SAM
Commander. And you will address me 
as such from here on out, do you 
understand.

SHEPARD
Understood, Commander.

SAM
Good. Now tell me what you know.

Reddick can't believe she's going to listen to him.

REDDICK
Commander.

SAM
Shut up, Reddick.

SHEPARD
First and foremost, I need a ship 
to get out of here. I can't stress 
how important that is.

SAM
I'll see if I can make that happen, 
but help me out. Tell me what’s 
tearing apart these pour souls?

SHEPARD
These are synthetic-organic 
machines that lie dormant for 
roughly a century at a time.

REDDICK
Now if that isn't the biggest pile 
of bullshit I've ever heard.
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Shepard looks at Sam.

SHEPARD
May I?

SAM
Yes.

SHEPARD
Shut up, Reddick.

Reddick is speechless.

SAM
Go on.

SHEPARD
When they come out of hibernation, 
they are basically just killing 
machines. I received a distress 
call from my planet and was heading 
there when my ship malfunctioned. 
And again, sorry I woke you.

SAM
Never mind my sleeping habits. Can 
we beat them?

Shepard looks around the room and at the men nervously 
awaiting his answer.

SHEPARD
No, not with the manpower and 
weapons you have here. There's just 
too many of them.

SAM
We have reinforcements coming in 
ten days. Can we at least hold them 
off that long?

Shepard thinks a moment.

SHEPARD
Possibly. I know some tricks, and I 
know some of their weaknesses. But 
I need to get to my base or many of 
my own people will be put to 
slaughter.

Reddick has been silent long enough.
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REDDICK
Listen, we don't need this clown to 
help us. My men are well trained 
and we can last a lousy ten days.

Sam looks to Shepard, who looks at her and shakes his head. 
She grabs a photo off the table and walks to the recruits.

SAM
Listen… I appreciate you being all 
brave and gung ho and everything… I 
really do. But let me show you what 
brave and gung ho gets you.

She holds up a photo of one of the mangled soldiers in the 
man's face.

SAM (CONT’D)
Gung ho gets you dead.

The men wince at what they see, and one nearly throws up. Sam 
turns back to Shepard with a vulnerable look on her face.

SAM (CONT’D)
Listen, I can't hold you captive 
here, but I need to ask. Will 
you...

Just then a panicked solder comes through the door and shuts 
it behind him. He puts his back to the door, breathing heavy, 
and unable to speak.

REDDICK
Explain yourself, soldier.

Just as he opens his mouth, a sword like claw penetrates the 
metal door and the soldier, lifting him off the ground. The 
new recruits panic and start firing their weapons, shredding 
the poor soldier to pieces in the process.

REDDICK (CONT’D)
Hold your fire!!!

They stop firing, and there is silence. The claw is still 
holding up the bullet ridden soldier, but there is no 
movement. The recruits are breathing deeply, and it's the 
only thing you can hear.

REDDICK (CONT’D)
I think we got the bastard.

Just then the claw quickly pulls away and what's left of the 
soldier drops to the floor with a splat. 
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We hear a blood curdling creature scream, then we see two 
claws come through the metal door and start to slowly pry it 
open. Then another set of claws, then another. Sam is trying 
to stay calm as she appeals to Shepard one last time.

SAM
It's the moment of truth. There's a 
ship right outside that back door 
if you need to leave. The question 
is, will you be able to sleep with 
our blood on your hands. Will... 
you... help us?

NOTE: At this point, the player is given the option of three 
responses. "Yes, I will", "Sorry, but no", or "I'll fight 
this fight"

YES, I WILL

SHEPARD
Ok, I will stay. But after 
reinforcements get here, you give 
me two of your best men to help me 
with my fight.

SAM
Deal.

SORRY, BUT NO

SHEPARD
Believe me, I feel for you, but I 
have to worry about hundreds dying. 
Sorry, they are my people. Good 
luck.

I'LL FIGHT THIS FIGHT

SHEPARD
Damn it! You realize if I die, 
hundreds of my people will die. All 
right, I will help you with this 
fight, but then I'm gone.

SAM
I guess that will have to do.
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